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The June meeting (pictured below) was held at the Gap Nature Center in Slatington and fea-

tured guest speaker Executive Director of PA Fish and Boat Commission John Arway.  The 

attendees had a great opportunity to hear about the priorities at PFBC and how the PFBC 

views priority programs at the LRSA.  Other visitors from PFBC were River Biologist Daryl 

Pierce,  WCO Scott Christman, and WCO Travis Miller. 

The 2017 Lunkerfest was our 6th annual and was successful in many measures.  More giant 

trout were stocked this year than ever before, we had a professional concession stand with 

great food and our most generous prize list so far.  The LRSA purchased $5,800 worth of trout 

for the event, including more than ten 26ò plus trout, and received about $5,500 dollars in 

proceeds from registration fees and food.  This event was a treat for a number of youngsters 

who enjoyed fishing for the brookies we had in the kiddy pool.  Ryan Scott landed the largest 

trout of the day (see picture below) and the river supported many large trout catches for weeks 

after the event, such as those pictured below and many others.     The LRSA stocked the same 

number overall as last year (about $30,000 worth or ~8,000 lbs of 50/50 brown/rainbow in 14-

17 class) in all the same places.  However the cost of the trout did increase and we spent more 

this year on trout then ever before.  We now need to replenish our coffers so please be gener-

ous in your donations to our non-profit organization!  In addition, this year the PFBC stocked 

1,000 trout in Jim Thorpe, a first for our stretch of the Lehigh, that we are working to see con-

tinue and was the result of our persistent lobbying and work in maintaining the trout fishery.   

The LRSA is proud of a banner year in the Lehigh trout fishery and we thank you for helping 

make this possible and are counting on your continued support.  

Hopefully you 

have a chance to 

look at the 

LRSA facebook 

page, Tom 

Gyory has done 

a great job post-

ing angling vide-

os, Ryan has 

mastered the art 

of the river side 

trout selfie, and 

lots of interac-

tive chatter on 

Lehigh river 

fishing. Above left to right: Ryan Scott wins Lunkerfest with 24ó 7.2 lb bow, Dave 
Schafer caught this 24ó 6.5 lb bow days later, unidentified LRSA sponsor 
with brown from a week after Lunkerfest  
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LRSA stocks trout in four main areas along the 29 

miles of river between Northampton and Jim 

Thorpe.  A listing of most popular spots are: 

Jim Thorpeñuse the train station parking lot where 

the rafters put in (it is just below the 903 bridge).  Or, 

you can walk up river a bit. Also try Glen Onokoñ

follow 903 over the river and stay left into the park.  

There is a great trout pool a short walk from the 

parking lot, or you can walk or ride a bike upstream 

into the gorge to Park Bench, Bear Creek trib area is 

also very good. 

Packertonñpull off 209 where the road dips down 

steeply between Lehighton and Jim Thorpe. You can 

park and walk straight back to the river, lots of good 

access there. Head down river about 100 yards to 

pump house and you will find a  riffle with a deep 

pool behind it. 

LehightonñMake a right off of 209 at Dunbarõs 

Beverages and take the road all the way back to the 

rocky beach near the river.  Or, drive down stream 

on the access road that runs parallel to route 209 and 

walk in. 

ParryvilleñPull off route 248 at the Rock Hill Cement 

Company and park at the Canal Park area.  The 

Pohopoco Creek confluence with the Lehigh provides 

very good, cold, conditions for trout.  The Pohopoco 

holds fish too, particularly below the dam. 

BowmanstownñFishing is good above or below the 

Route 895 bridge. You can park under the bridge.  

Or, drive down to the new boat ramp about 1/2 mile 

south of  Lizard Creek, on west side of river: we call 

the large pool the òMusky Pooló and it is where we 

hold Lunkerfest. 

PalmertonñHead south on 248 and take the 

Palmerton exit. Take the second dirt road to the right 

and head down to the òhorseshoe.ó The river forms 

a big bend in that area and there is a pool just below 

the rapids. 

SlatingtonñHeading east on 248, take a right over 

Jim Thorpe 

Lehighton 

Parryville 

Bowmans-

Palmerton 

Slatington 

Walnutport 

Triechlers 

Laurys Station 

Northampton 

Packerton 

Monthly Meeting Location ðMeetings now held at Sliders Pub in Schnecksville, 4650 Main St. (Rt 309). 

610-769-4004.  Meetings 7-9 pm the last Tuesday of each 

month. Please visit us, we would like to meet you and get your 

input! 

the 873 bridge and you will see Slatington 

Fabricators on your left.  You can find a place 

to park along the road at that point and walk-

in access to the river (you will pass the Szokes 

Bros. building).  This spot is just below shale 

riffles and there are lots of good fishing pools 

in that area. 

WalnutportñHead into Walnutport and Canal 

Park on the east side of the river just below 

the Main Street Bridge.  Head down to the 

pavilion (about 1/4 mile downstream) and 

walk to the river. The canal runs about one 

mile down to Bertsch Creek.  You will find 

many good pools along the way. 

TreichlersñHeading north on Route 145, take 

a right onto Cove Road before you get to the 

bridge.  Drive down and park under the 

bridge.  Fish there or head up stream to the 

fantastic pool just below the old dam. 

Laurys StationñTake River Road on right as 

you are heading North on Routet145. Drive 

down and park at the dead end.   

NorthamptonñFish below the dam 

where Route 329 crosses the 

Lehigh.  Anywhere from the dam 

down to the pavilion area is a good area 

for fishing.  

Walnutport behind pavilion 

Please renew your sponsorship, form enclosed for your 

convenience, or join on-line at www.LRSA.org 

If you shop Amazon, please shop smile.amazon.com and designate LRSA 

to receive a portion of the sale be donated to our non profit organization.  
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   I remember as a little girl using a spinning rod and either hot dogs or bread as bait, and that first time I caught a Sunfish I was 

mesmerized. I only fished a hand full of times because itõs just not what ôgirlsõ did back then.  My mom wasnõt into fishing and my 

dad didnõt have the patience or interest in it so my exposure was limited. Thru the years I have fished a couple times with friends or 

cousins but it was all spin fishing with bait and bobbers just waiting for the fish to hit your line. Fly Fishing was something I had seen 

on television but knew nothing about except it looked visually amazing and seemed like something that must take a lot of skill. Then last 

year I took an impromptu weekend get away with my best friend to a tiny town in the Catskills of NY called Roscoe, which turns out is 

also called Trout Town USA.  Suddenly my interest in fly fishing came upon me full swing, I had very little knowledge of it and no 

one I knew up until then fly fished but I wanted to try it out. After that trip I started doing my research and looking into how I could 

learn more, even buying the book ôFly Fishing For Dummies,õ which is a great book, but nothing was going to give me the hands on ex-

perience I would need to learn how to fly fish. 

 So here I am going to a school to learn how to fly fish, which seemed crazy to my friends and family but I decided trying to 

learn from friends is like trying to learn how to parallel park with your dad, in theory it works, in reality itõs never going to happen. 

My research led me to Orvis Fly Fishing School, which was held on the grounds of Nemacolin Woodlands Resort, in Farmington Pa. 

It had rave reviews online from people just trying out the sport to others who wanted to sharpen their game.  The class was small only 7 

people which made it a perfect learning environment, and thankfully there was one other woman in the class with me which set some of my 

fears to rest.  Yes, I feared I would be the only woman because this is definitely a male dominated sport, and the last thing I wanted 

was to feel like I had something to prove because I was a girl.  The instruction is split, half in the classroom learning things such as bug 

entomology, knots, reading water, safety, and the Orivs soft sell. The 2nd part of the school is hands on casting practice for many hours 

till I finished the first day with a sore shoulder. The school ended with two hours of fishing in a private clubõs stream instead of the 

Youghiogheny River because the water was too high.  I was so excited I had my rod together and was already at the waterõs edge wait-

ing for the rest of the class. Unfortunately I didnõt catch anything that day but I did have a fish hit my fly, I just didnõt set the hook.  

I learned many things those 2 days but the most important thing I learned was everyone has their own reasons for fly fishing and itõs not 

always just about the fish. For some it is a hobby, others their friends already did it, some wanted to take some fishing trips, and for 

me itõs about being out on the water and letting go of everything else. As a woman 

itõs not easy finding other women to fly fish with or to even learn from, it seems 

Fly Fishing is still mainly a manõs hobby but I think woman are starting to dis-

cover what the men have known for a long time that itõs not just catching the fish, 

itõs the whole experience. There was a great film at the fly fishing film festival 

this year about a woman who was taking up the family business of being a guide 

and wow it was so inspiring to see her out in the wild just doing what she loved 

and it didnõt matter that she was a girl. 

 Last week I caught my first Brown Trout on a dry fly, on the Lehigh 

River, and from the second I saw his head come up and grab my fly to eventually 

holding him in my hands it was an adrenaline rush. I have to admit after leaving 

class on the 2nd day and not catching a fish I was nervous. Everything changed 

the moment I got that trout on the line, my mind and hands all seemed to work in 

perfect symmetry and suddenly I was holding a trout that I caught on a fly and 

just like that I was a girl with a fly rod and fish in hand.  Iõm so glad I went 

to The Orvis School and would highly recommend it for anyone that wants to learn 

or just hone their skills and especially all the girls out there that have an interest 

in being the girl on the river holding a fish. 

Jennifer Johnson 

A GIRL ON THE RIVER 

a¸ CLw{¢ [9ILDI wL±9w 
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Many of us not only love fishing our home water 

of the Lehigh River, we also love to travel and 

fish.  I myself have vowed to fish on every vaca-

tion I take, so I always put at least one day aside 

for fishing.  It is not always for trout, but I always 

fish for something.  I am not alone in this quest.  

Many of us in the LRSA do similarly.  In the last 

newsletter Tom penned an article about the recent 

trip to Patagonian Chili he was on.  I, fortunately 

had the opportunity to join him on that trip and I 

must say it was well beyond my expectations.  At 

almost the same time we were in Chili, LRSA 

member Mat C. was also in the southern hemi-

sphere, only on the other side of the globe in New 

Zealand.  You can read about his awesome trip in 

an article in this newsletter. 

    This led me to think of what a great resource we 

have within our organization to advise fellow an-

glers on trips, guide services, places to stay, loca-

tions and true costs of these type of fishing adven-

tures. We have members who have fished all over 

the world and who can provide real information 

on their experiences, not brochure enticing fish 

stories.  So before you drop a couple of grand on a 

fishing trip of a lifetime you can get some infor-

mation from others who have been there and done 

that.   

  With this in mind we would like to hear from 

you about some exotic (and not so exotic) places 

you have fished that you would recommend to 

your fellow LRSA Members.  We will continue 

presenting articles that can provide you with infor-

mation on the many places you can fish.  Then if you narrow down where you want to travel to fish and for what species perhaps we can 

put you in contact with someone who has done the same type of trip so you can make a better more informed decision.  Our goal is to build 

a data base of places, names and contact information on fishing travel.   

   If you would like to share a story, photos or information on a trip you have been on we would love to hear from you.  You can email us or 

post on Facebook.  If you are thinking of traveling and have questions feel free to contact one of the board members and we will do our 

best to put you in contact with someone in our area who has been on a similar trip.   

Best Regards, 

  Vince Spaits             

Trout Fishing Around the Globe  
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