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LrRsAss Runni ng EXPLORE THE LEH

Trout Stocked: THE SHALE LEDGES .
338 500 In this Newsletter we will explore the section of for the youngfs=- -
! the river from the 873 Boat Ramp (located under thgeople in the
Inside this issue: 873 bridge) to the Walnutport Boat Ramp. This rucrowd. | am |
[l e is only a few miles long however contains some vewell over 50

Trib Survey, Misc. Notes 2 un i gue and producti ve \vaadtmestof
. . . The Ledges are a series of drops the river makes jtrst guys a |
Lehigh River Fly Fishing 3 before the half way point in this trip and creates a float with are in the same range..so it is never to late
Explore the Lehigh 4 very interesting cascade of water that can really hdia start. You will not regret it.
5
6

fish. This section also sees much less fishing pres-

Water Quality Program So, back to the fishingé

sure than_ the se_ctlon above and b_elow S0 can _be ide on the river but you can access many of the spots
good choice to fish at almost anytime. Itis OIIﬁ'cu“from the rail trail on the east bank of the river. Fol-

to reach some of the yvater from shore and certain low it upstream from the Walnutport side of the river
Lunkerfest 2014 Results 7  areas are not wade friendly due to depth and Cu"eﬂﬁdge. Biking will save you time and get you to the

LRSA Board and Officers 8 The best way to hit this run is to drift it, StoPpINg -\ a1er aster. The trail runs between the river and the

= along the way to fish the many special spots. If YOHid canal and dead ends near the Szokes Pool.
i N | are new to drifting it is an ideal run to learn how to

drift the river as it is not overly technical or difficult How to get to the Shale Ledges Section:

b4l section. It will also put you on the water that you  The run starts under the 873 bridge at the boat

want to be on and you will be able to get to the betigip. All you need do is cross the 873 bridge

side of the hole or r unHatingtbn Bfidye) anbl trA 1BV, nfil€ WhShet 0 |
the other side when fishing from the bank. road following the sign for the Lehigh Gap Nature

If you have been thinking about investing in someenter passing by Szokes Bros work yard. You will
type of boat to drift the river | strongly recommend fthd ample parking near the bridge. The trail is next
You do not have to spend a lot of money or buy anto the upper parking area and you can follow this
official drift boat. A raft, single man river runner downstream to the water you want to fish. The upper
pontoon or fishing kayak are outstanding for manysection is a distance from the water but as you head
sections of the river o thetiiandriveswilkconyerg angd ate mugha b |
recently had a small river runner pontoon on sale f6loser.

249.00 which if used correctly should be good for vy can also start in the lower section and work
quite a few seasons. Not only will this provide you your way upstream. Just park in either the Walnut-
with more and better fishing opportunities they are port or Slatington trailhead access lots on either side
just plain old fun to use. of the river (Main street on either side of the bridge).

Now, | do caution you that not all water conditionshe last 1/8 mile or so of this run is shallow and be-
are appropriate for drifting on this type of craft and @fn water so you will have to walk upstream a bit
250 times the river bank is still the best method. Practiee f or e fi shing high quali
common sense and do not drift in areas of theriveg €t t 0o t he middle of this
100 that are to powerful for the craft you are in or duringround the airport is great so look for the planes tak-
high water events. Also it is the law that you have &g off and landing and head that way. The D&L trail
approved PFD on the craft. By taking some simplé®n the Walnutport side of the river will take you up-
precaution it is a very safe and enjoyable way to exéiream to some quality water.

Sponsorship Count, 570 so pand you fishing. 1 might also add that this is not jy$te Water: ~
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Pagez o LRSA 2014 Lehigh River Tributary |
Sy~ Tanperu, & ’ | 1 LRSA 2014 Tributary Survey Conducted
Thank you to . o |
] B ol = o — June 8th. Go to LRSA.org to see the re-
Air Products |- == \ ”ﬁ:’"“} 1 port. Steve Chuckra taking a reading on
The water quality program is Press 3 I the Pohopoco in photo below
made possible largely throug s f—] At | ;
funding from Air Products. - :‘_EZ,’
This year $1,000 was receiv ros | — co.
to support our work. Thanks oo | — : T Hodkerasuaua
also to Wildlands Conservangy e L i
for $440 this year. Jﬁmmgz’ﬁ; -

|
Lehighton Waste Water Treatment plant is a very important facilit
are all WW plants, to the water quality of the Lehigh River. Picturg
below are Mike Takerer , plant Supervisor, Jim Deeble and Matt
Connell of LRSA after a facility tour on June 24th. The plant is wa
class facility built 12 years ago and uses tertiary treatment along
UV system and sludge reed beds. Did you realize that about 20%

river flow is effluent from treatment plants? Jim Thorpe
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Lehigh River Flyfishing

After a long winter and seemingly amination. The ac-
even longer run of high water this spring, | tion really improved
was very happy to finally see fishable con- near sunset and be-
ditions on the Lehigh River. By fishable, | came intense as dar
mean the type of water you can fish withouset in. | find it hard
skipping from spot to spot in an almost desto make good dry fly
perate effort to work what | refer to as high presentations to fish
water contingency areas. Thesearethe can hear but canot
places that hold fish when the water is see. So, | normally switch from dries to drag- way upstream through your favorite
nearly running through the trees, yet safe tging a wet version of what the trout are eating stretches and switching to wets about an
fish. Though it is possible to catch trout  an inch or two under the surface. This will al- hour before dark. You can thenfish the
like this, these conditions do not produce low you to attract strikes from fish that are same sections with your favorite wets or
the classic fishing that fly anglers wait all feeding on top as well as trout that are taking dries when the bite turns on just before
year for. If you live to flyfish, you will emerging flys. | like to fish large barbless wet nightfall. | prefer not to stay too late
begin to see increases in your bloodpres-f | i es aft er dar k b e c avesthoudghlihe bité is ilhfairlg lreavg t s €
sure when you check the Lehigh flow re- be as size selective at night and it makesreledse cause | dono6t | i ke
ports only to see that the river is yet again ing fish in the dark much easier. my favorite spots excessively. This is
blown out during the prime spring and early especially true when the water tempera-

Lately, I find that | have been preoc-
summer hatches. cupied with the Lehigh. This is mostly becaus&!"®S get near 70 degrees.

As with most trying situations,thel have not fished it reguldar lhyapipy 28 vayr g
clouds usually clear. In my case, theriveral s o because -fishingardd d iceivecenged toanakk upyor lost time has
eventually dropped to fishable levels whilehavendt | i ved withi n staredts goraway, leavinglroomforan g d i
the mayfly hatches were still going strong. of a river during that time. | lived away for all more enjoyable perspective in its place. |
When | made it to water, | felt like | neededof my adult life and continued to fish because hope that the good hatches last a while
to make up for lost time. Thanks to love to. Part of that love is driven by an in-  longer and they very well might, as water
L.R.S.A,, I encountered nice numbersof f at uati on with my h o nenpemntuteearestaying undev7® deh ad t
very respectable fish. Traditional wet fly opportunity to fish great water and to learn a grees. | hope my observations help your
fishing was productive through mitline technique or two that are not widely practiced fishing. However, success can be a tricky
during the morning and evening bites. | hatlere at home. For one reason or another, fishthing. My wife thinks that | need coun-

good success on large Ginger Quills and ing wet flies is not typically productive on seling because | fish too much. She had
Hendrickson wets, sizes 1012. This took many western streams and | adopted nymph me on a twelvestep fishing cessation
me back to my roots, as | learned to fish wdishing out of necessity. As it turns out, program: | just hit step #13, back to fish-

flies on the Lehigh River some 35 years  nymphing is very effective on the Lehigh undeimg! Hopefully, you can avoid similar

ago. There were good numbers of Ginger the right conditions. Especially if you know interventions and have a great time- fly

Quills on the water in the evenings withthewh er e t he fi sh ar e. fishing teQ éhigiRverd t ., ny mp hi n
hatches growing heavier towards dark. It be a painfully slow way to find them.

also happened that the fish were taking thelm mention
off the top at that time without undue ex-

nymphing bencg}fssge\/?(“ncnbupl?r%di ng the
the traditional wet and dry bites are starting
to slow down now, happenins

A. F. Boyer Hardware earlier in the morning and
& Guns later in the evening than they
= did only a few weeks before.
F ‘g\ This is due to summer water
Allan F. Bover ; temperature increases and tife
: tapering hatch activity that
610-767-3162 (HDWR)

typically occurs in early July.

610-767-3575 (GUNS) Nymphing is a good way to

EST. 1868 get into less active fish with-
Live Bait = 9 out waiting for the magic
e "%\rw—r 54 hour. To again fill your eve-
Mon, Tues, Thurs 8-5:30 30 Main St. nings with productive fishing

Wed 8-12. Fri8-8.Sat85  Slatinaton. PA18080 I recommend nymphing your




